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Anno 1703. 


HE Publiſher of theſe Papers 
is One, who with great Grict 
obſerv'd the R and Progreſs 
of thoſe Dilputcs, which late- 
ly divided the Two Houſes of Conroca- 
tion, and which ſeem d to be rhrown in, 
or laid hold of, by Artful Men, on purpoſe 
to leflen the Reputation, and defeat the 
Ends of ſuch Uſefal and Venerable Aſſem- 
blies. He was pleas d, the laſt Winter, to 
hear, that thoſe Diſputes, had, in ſome 
meaſure, given way to Butineſs of a more 
Pablick Nature, and Influence; and took 
care to furniſh himſelf with Copies of what 
had paſs'd on that Occation. 

Among the Papers, offer d by the Low- 
er to the Higher Houſe, he found the 
following Propoſal for redreſſing ſevera! 
Abuſes, and Grievances, in points of Im- 

nce, 21d which were properiy ct Ec- 
deſiatical Coznizance. Ihe peruſal of it 
gave him great Sitisfattion, nor was it leis 
approv*d , by all thoſe to whom he hath 
communicated it. He thou, bt there ore 
that it might be for the Hogbur ot the 
Lower Houſe, ard or the inroreft of che 
Church, that it ſhould be male more Pubs 

It is not to be doubted, but ti:zt, when 
the Con vocation meets again, we ſhall 
hear what has been done by the Biſhops, 
ia their ſevetralDioceſes toward the revre fs 
of the Grievances here repreiented: tor 
his Grace of Cemerbury was picas'd to in- 
form the Clergy ot the Lower i!outlc, Thar 
an Order bad been given in the Upper, for the 
making out Copies of this Repreſcnmaticn, both 
for the preſent, and abſem Biſhops. And his 
Grace truſted, That rbey would mate the pro- 
per Uſe of it, as all times, and efpocially at 
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their Vifuations, It muſt therefore be pre- 
ſum'd, that in Thoſe Dioceſes where the 
Biſhops have vilited , fince ſuch Copi 
were made out for them, and communica- 
ted to them, the Contents of theſe Papers 
have been already imparted to the Clergy, 
by their reſpettive Dioceſans: But be- 
cauſe, in ſome parts of the Province, there 
may have been no Epiſcopal Viſitation 
this Summer, the Clergy in thoſe parts, 
may not be ill pleaſed to be this way in- 
form'd of what was done, the laſt Winter, 
by their Repreſentatives. It is poſſible, 
that what is here Publiſh'd, may be in- 
tirely new, even to ſome who are of the 
Convecation ; for I have heard it often: 
complain'd, that in many Seſſions there bas 
been but a ſlender appearance of Members 
ia the Houſe : And, that not only ſevera! 
have been abſent, who live in the remotet 
parts of the Province, and who, by thelittlc 
Buſineſs the Clergy have been ſuffer'd to 
do in lome late Convocations, may have 
been diſcourag'd from paying a long and 
' 231 grad'e Attendance, to the detriment 
v7 their Families, and of their Cures, with - 
aut a Proſpect of any conſiderable fervice 
to the Church; but that Some alſo, who 
conftantly reſide in Town, Men of Plenty, 
and of Leiſure, who have a large Share in 
the Dignities and Profits of the Church, 
and wi are happy in the fingular Favour 
and Countenance of our Moſt Reverend 
Primate, have yet been fo far wanting in 
their Duty to the Church, and to his 
Grace, as never once, during a long Con- 
yocation, to have Rept into Henry the Se - 
venth's Chappel, or to have vouchſaf d 
their Brethren there, the Honour and Be- 
nent of their Proſence * Counſel. I can- 
: got 
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To the Moſt 
Canterbury, 


Reverend the Lord, Arch-Bifhop of 
bis Grace, and the Rig be Re- 


a verend the Biſpops bis Sulf ragans. 


* 


= 
— 


our next 
*F 
be ; for the 
nodical bufinefs ; We then ht it our 
in. — onOu — 
— r parts during t 
receſs of your Lordfhips, ſuch Heads 
Matter, as being debated, and approved 


by Us, t properly he offered to 
— — and wiſe Convderation. 


Accordingly We have duely weig hed in 
our Houſe the following Articles; and do, 
— all Humility, repreſent to your Lord- 
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That a general neglct- of diters Ca- 
nons and Conſtitutions, no in force, doth 


That mateer of gra fence hath bee 
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90 Convacation. 


That there hath been a great of 
bringing ſuch Infants, as have been pri- 
vacely baptized , into the Church , to rhe 
intent, that the Congregation may be Cer- 
tified thereof, and the Child be there re- 
ceived as one of the Flock of true Chri- 
ſtian People, as the Rubrick direfts; and 
that the unjuftifiable uſe of the form of 
publick Baptiſm, in private Houſes, 
hath leſſened the Reverence due to that 
Holy Office ; and, in ſome hath 

given Opport-nity to Perſons to intrude 
— the Admin iſtrat ion of that Holy Sa- 
crament, and occaſioned thoſe undue Pra- 
ctices of Mutilating the publick Form, and 
Baptizing without the Sign of the Croſs, 
or God-'athers and God-mothers. 


That the Remiſneſs of Church War- 
dens, in not making ſuch Provifion for the 
Adminiftration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, as the Rubrick and Canons 
dire, hath in Suadry Caſes given matter 
of Offence to Chriftians , and been 
the occaſion of much Indecency in the Ce- 
lebration of that Holy Sacrament. 


That the Apoftles Rule concerning De- 
cency and Order, in the publick Worſhip 
of God, and the directions of our Church 

in 
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in the 180 Canon, anſwergble to that Rule, 
are in ſeveral Churches of this Province, 
notorioully Violated, by the irreverent 
and duorderly behaviour, of thoſe Perſons 
who preſume to cover their Heads, in the 
Church, in the time of Divine Service, 
or who do not, in kneeling, ſtanding, and 
other reſpets, demean themſelves in ſuch 
manncr, as is by that Canon, and the Book 
ct Common Prayer required; or who, by 
walking, or talking, or otherwiſe, diſturb 
the Service or Sermon, or without any 
urgent or neceſlary Cauſe d out of 
the Church, during the time of Service, or 
<Ermon. | 


That notwihſtanding the Exemplary 
care of many Biſhops, in the admiſſion 
ot Perſons into Holy Orders, (for which 
we have great Reaſon to bleſs God, and 
to be thankful to their Lordſhips) yct to 
our grief, in ſome Dioceſſes, the Conditi- 
ons in that regard preſcribed by the 334, 
34th, and 356 Canons, have not been 
obſer ved. On the contrary, the little Ca 
tion uſed by Some in Granting, and by 
Others inAllowing of Letters Teſtimonial; 
the not infifting on True, Certain, and 
Sutficient Titles ; the want of a ſtrict and 
diligent Examination of ſuch , as offer 
themiclves to be ordained; and an unne- 
ceſſary ordination of Perſons , without ei- 
ther Univerficy Degrees, or Lducation, 
continue to be juſt matter of Complaint. 


And it were further to be wiſhed, tha 
the Ordinations of Miniſters , might al 
ways be cnter'd in the publick Regiſters 
of their reſpetive Dioceſs, in ſo Part i- 
cular and Authentick a manner, a? to 
afford ſufficient Evidence, for che detecting 
fach Ferſons, as forge Letters of Orders, 
and to provide againſt the Inconveniencies 
which may ariſe to the Clergy, upon any 
loſs of their Letters of Orders. 

That frequent Abuſes have happened to 
the great Scandal of the Church, .and the 
J-rildiftion thereof, by the neglect ot the 
1-34. Canon, which appoints, that before 
any Licence for the Celchration of Ma- 
trimony be grante:!, it (hall appear to the 
Judge (by the Oaths of two ſufficient Wit- 
neſſes, one of them to be known to the 


himſelt, or to ſome ophet Perſos of 
Reputation then preſent, and known 
likewite to the ſaid Judge) that the exprels 
Conſent of the Parents, or Parcat, if 
One be Dead, or Guardians or Gu.ardian 
of the parties is thercunto had, and ob- 
tain d. As allo by the irregular grauumg of 
Licences of Marriage, contrary to the rue 
intent of the 1024. Canon, which provides, 
that one Condition of every ſecurity taken 

upon granting any Licence be, that Matri- 
mony ſhall be Celcbrated in the Pariſt- 

Church, or Chappel, where One of the 
parties dwelleth, and in no other /plac-. 

As likewiſe, by the practice of Miniſters. 
who, (contraty to the expreis Prohibition 
of the 62d Canon) do under any pretence 

whatſoever, joyn any Perſcns in Marriage, 
at any time, hut only between the Hours 
of Eight and Twelve in the Morning, oc 

in any Place, but in the Pariſh Churco, or 
Chappel, where one of them dwelteth; 

and morcover by the evil Cuſtom of Lodg · 

ing blank Licences in improper Hands. 

And we cannot but exprefs our bcarty 

Concern, that, notwithſtanding the wite 
proviſion made by the Laws Eccleſiaſtical, 
and Civil, againſt Clandeftine Marriages, 

there ſhould ftill be found Perſons, being, 

or pretending to be, in Holy Orders, who 
ficquently trat ſgreſs the ſaid Laws, tothe 
diſhonour of the Churck, and the Ruin of 
many Families. 


That perſons Excanimunicated, and not 
Reforming themlelves within three Montlis, 
have not every fix Months enſuing been - 
penly denounced, both in t he Parith{. hurchy 
and in che Cathedral of the Dioceſs, where 
they remain; in ſuch manner as is pre- 
ſcribed by the 65th Canon; for want of 
which Publick,and Repeated Denunciation, 
the good Ends propoſed in thar Canon, 
have been fruftrared 5 and the Sentente 
of Excommunication, barn been rendred 
leſs Auf, and Effectual, than ic; og 
to be, os ck 


That Commutations of Pennance, wit! - 
out the knowledge of the Biſhop, anc tlic 
of ſuch Commutations, even, 
tor flight ſumms, and in improper Caies, 
and the. private diſpolal of the — 
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This 


oy or were bound to Exhibite : 


